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SUBJ: PUERTO RICO AND THE COMMITTEE OF 24 (C24): PLANNED 
APPEARANCE BEFORE C24 BY PRESIDENT OF PUERTO RICAN 
BAR ASSOCIATION 

1 . DURING A CALL BY PUERTO RICAN SECRETARY OF STATE JUAN 
ALBORS AND UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE LUIS AGRAIT ON 
GOVERNOR SCRANTON ON AUGUST 10 TO DISCUSS PUERTO RICAN 
VIEWS ON THE LOS CONFERENCE (REPORTED SEPTEL), AGRAIT INFORMED 
US THAT THE BAR ASSOCIATION OF PUERTO RICO HAS DECIDED TO 
SEND REPRESENTATIVES TO APPEAR BEFORE THE C24 TO CRITICIZE LACK 
OF PROGRESS IN DEVELOPING GREATER PR AUTONOMY. 

2. AGRAIT SAID THAT ALTHOUGH ALL LAWYERS WHO PRACTICE IN 
PUERTO RICO ARE MEMBERS OF THE BAR ASSOCIATION, ONLY A 
SMALL NUMBER OF ACTIVISTS, MOSTLY INDEPENDENTISTAS, ATTEND 
THE BAR ASSOCIATION MEETINGS. IT WAS THIS GROUP WHICH TOOK 
THE DECISION THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE BAR ASSOCIATION 
SHOULD APPEAR BEFORE THE COMMITTEE OF 24. AGRAIT EXPLAINED 
THAT THE BAR ASSOCIATION STATEMENT WILL SUPPORT A RESOLUTION 
OF THE BAR ASSOCIATION THAT SOME OF THE AGREEMENTS CONTAINED 
IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION OF 1953. RECOGNIZING PUERTO 
RICO'S SELFGOVERNING STATUS, AND SOME OF PRESIDENT 
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3. AGRAIT ESTIMATES THAT THERE IS LITTLE HOPE THAT THE 
BAR ASSOCIATION DECISION WILL BE REVERSED. 

4. GOVERNOR SCRANTON TOLD ALBORS AND AGRAIT HOW SERIOUSLY 
HE VIEWS THIS DEVELOPMENT AND THE EXTRAORDINARY DIFFICULTY 
IT WILL POSE FOR US IN THE COMMITTEE. REITERATING THAT IT 

IS USG POLICY THAT THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO ARE THE ONES WHO 
SHOULD DECIDE WHAT POLITICAL STATUS THEY WANT, HE ADDED THAT 
AN APPEARANCE BY THE BAR ASSOCIATION COULD ENCOURAGE THE 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS IN THE C24 AND THE 

GA WHICH WOULD RECOGNIZE A "PUERTO RICAN NATIONAL LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT". SUCH A DEVELOPMENT, HE SAID, COULD SERIOUSLY 
UNDERMINE THE PRESENT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE US 
AND PUERTO RICO WHICH HE UNDERSTANDS IN CONSONANT WITH THE 
DESIRES OF THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO. 

5. AGRAIT PROMISED TO PROVIDE US WITH ALL AVAILABLE 
DOCUMENTATION ON THE BAR ASSOCIATION DECISION ASAP. 

SCRANTON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS, MEETING DELEGATIONS, ATTORNEYS, 
SELFGOVERNMENT, RESOLUTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976USUNN03187 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760309-0577 
From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760862/aaaacchy.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 MAY 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <02 NOV 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PUERTO RICO AND THE COMMITTEE OF 24 (C24): PLANNED APPEARANCE BEFORE C24 BY PRESIDENT OF PUERTO RICAN BAR 
ASSOCIATION 

TAGS: PFOR, RQ, US, UN, COMMITTEE OF 24, (ALBORS, JUAN), (AGRAIT, LUIS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



